SECT. III.] OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	163
aware, so strong and active is its principle of vitality,
that even where it seems extinct, let but circum-
stances favour its revival, and it will spring forth
again in renewed vigour. And as his watchfulness
must thus during life know no termination, because
the enemy will ever be at hand; so it must be the
more close and vigilant, because he is nowhere free
from danger, but is on every side open to attack.
'6C Sume superbiam qusesitam meritis," was the
maxim of a worldly moralist: but the Christian is
aware that he is particularly assailable where he
really excels; there he is in especial danger, lest his
motives, originally pure, being insensibly corrupted,
he should be betrayed into an anxiety about worldly
favour, false in principle, or excessive in degree, when
he is endeavouring to render his virtue amiable and
respected in the eyes of others, and, in obedience
to the Scripture injunction, is willing to let his
u light so shine before men, that they may see his
good works, and glorify his Father which is in
heaven."
He watches himself also on small as well as on
great occasions: the latter indeed, in the case of
many persons, can hardly ever be expected to occur;
whereas the former are continually presenting them-
selves : and thus, whilst, on the one hand, they may
be rendered highly useful in forming and strength-
ening a just habit of mind with respect to the opi-
nion of the world, so, on the other, they are the
means most at hand for enabling us to discover our
own real character. Let not this be slightly passed
over. If any one finds himself shrinking from dis-
repute or disesteem in little instances, but apt to
solace himself with the persuasion, that his spirits
being fully called forth to the encounter, he could
boldly stand the brunt of sharper trials; let him be
slow to give entertainment to so beguiling a sug-
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